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COLD WATER IN SURGICAL CASES, 
By Harvey L. Byrp, M.D., 


Professor of Obstetrics in the Medical Department of 
Washington University, Baltimore, Md. 


It is astonishing with what rapidity certain 
ideas in medicine become popularized, and how 
soon unquestioned credence is accorded to any 
real or fancied virtues that may be claimed for 
them. The general tendency is to take such 
things for granted, rather than encounter trouble 
in investigating whether they do or do not pos- 
sess sufficient merit to entitle them to our adop- 
tion. Accident, or a combination of circum- 


stances favorable to its development, has been the |, 


prolific source from whence a large proportion of 
our most valuable physiological and therapentic 
knowledge has been obtained; but subsequent 
experiment and investigation were necessary to 
enable us to appreciate their real value, and 
make use of our knowledge of them with scienti- 
fic accuracy and precision. Take for example, 
the discovery of the circulation of the blood, and 
the antiperiodic action of Peruvian bark, not to 
mention the vast benefits derivable from the ac- 
tion of angsthetics in surgery, and the prompt 
and pleasing effects which follow the use of the 
hypodermic syringe in certain cases. How intel- 
ligently we now resort to their use, and how con- 
fidently we expect certain definite and decisive 
results from them? Yet these agents were not 
known, nor their effect appreciated until within a 
comparatively brief period. The medical gradu- 
ate of yesterday feels himself, and in most cases 
really is, as competent to administer chloroform 
or ether, or inject therapeutic agents into the 
cellular tissue, as the more experienced teacher 
or practitioner. And yet, a vast amount of em- 
' piricism and want of philosophy may be seen in 
the senior as well as junior members of the pro- 
fession, in the application of that most ancient, 


simple, but potent therapeutic agent—eold water. | 





It was the custom in certain portions—if not 
generally so—of the Southern army, during the 
late civil war, to apply cold water to recent 
wounds of almost every character, and with little 
or no reference, in many cases, to the age of the 
wound, or other circumstances connected with its 
infliction or situation. Thus, from the loss of a 
finger to the shattering or carrying away of an 
arm or a leg, cold water was applied without re- 
gard to the shock to the nervous system or other 
circumstances, in many cases. 

This tendency to resort to the application of 
cold water in injuries is of very general preva- 
lence in civil practice also. No remedial agent 
at our command is more potent for good in cer- 
tain conditions of the system than cold water, 
when judiciously applied; but though capable of 
producing the most satisfactory results under 
certain circumstances, it is equally capable of 
injurious ones when improperly used. 

More or less shock to the nervous system is 
sustained in every case of injury, and this shock 
is either immediate, or more or less remote, but 
when it occurs, a temporary paralysis of the 
nerves of the part is experienced. This shock 
may extend to the brain or cerebro-spinal axis, 
and when so violent as to impress the ganglionic 
or great sympathetic system, generally results in 
death or complete paralysis of the nervous sys- 
tem. From this statement, it is obvious that the 
¢apillary circulation at and near the seat of even 
a slight wound, will be more or less deranged or 
interfered with, and in cases where no laceration 
of the vessels has occurred, a state of congestion 
or torpidity, varying with the extent of shock, 
will be the consequence. Where a forcible solu- 
tion of the ligamentary or other tissues of the 
body has been produced by a projectile or other 
form of force, but little hamorrhage occurs, even 
where larg2 and important arteries and veins 
are lacerated and sundered. But even in cases 
where hemorrhage has resulted from the wound, 
the shock to the part remains for a length o¢ 
time, varying with and being modified by the 
condition of the person, the character of the 
force, the extent of surface involved, and its situ- 
ation in regard to its importance to life. 

The effects of injuries upon the system are 
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found to vary also with different individuals, and 
with the same individual at different times and 
under different circumstances, as well as with 
the quality and character of the force by which 
the injury is inflicted. 

But all these facts are too familiar to the pro- 
fession to require anything more than mere men- 
tion of them in this connection. What I wish to 
show by a reference to them is, that the wounded 
and proximal parts are not in such a condition 
immediately after the receipt of an injury, as to 
justify the use of cold applications. 

Every army surgeon knows that the shock is 
#0 great in many cases of seemingly slight injury, 
as to require the use of stimulants and restora- 
tives before any surgical interference with the 
patient can be practised; and it is often necessary 
to restore the circulation and arouse the nervous 
system from the temporary paralysis or depres- 
sion, before it is even safe to remove a patient 
from the field or the spot where he was injured, 
and that too, very often where not a single ounce 
of blood has been lost from the system. It 
would be obviously improper to envelope such 
@ person in a cold wet sheet, and keep it wet and 
cold about his person. And yet such a proce- 
dure would scarcely illustrate with sufficient force 
the injudicious use of cold water to a recent 
injury or wound. Cold, when applied to the 
human body for any length of time, produces an 
astringent and sedative effect, and possessing 
these qualities or properties, it is a highly valua- 
ble—I had almost said invaluable—agent in the 
management of injuries and wounds after the 

establishment of reaction. By lessening the cali- 
bre of the blood-vessels, and allaying heat and 
irritability, it prevents excitement and conse- 
quent distension of the capillaries of injured 
parts, and lessens a tendency to hemorrhage or 
injurious inflammatory action. 

From what has been said, it would seem obvi- 
ous that warm (or at least frictions) rather than 
cold applications are indicated in all cases of 
injury unattended by hemorrhage or a tendency 
to it, where the vis medicatrix nature is found 
inadequate to the task of establishing proper 
reaction in the injured part. 

Thus we perceive the application of cold to 
recent wounds, as a general rule, retards nature 
in the proper performance of her legitimate 
work of restoration or reparation after the re- 
ceipt of injuries, and therefore, actually protracts 
rather than hastens a cure. Again, the applica- 
tion of cold water, particularly in a stream, or 
the “drip,” is injurious in wounds where it is 
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first intention, or rapid granulations, as its action 


n such cases is to wash away or dilute the “co- 


agulating lymph” which nature is using to 
effect the desirable objects alluded to above. 


No one can be more partial to the action of 


cold, or cold water when philosophically em- 
ployed, than I am. 
timed, I know of no agent that can supplant, 
or even act as a substitute for it. 


Indeed, when properly 


When a little more at leisure, I may ask a page 


in your va'uable and widely circulated journal, 
on which to record some of the uses of cold, and 
cold water in surgical cases. 


——— 


INHALATIONS or ILLUMINATING GAS IN 


PERTUSSIS, WITH SOME OTHER NEW 
TREATMENT FOR THE SAME MALADY. 


By J. Sours Conen, M. D. 


Tue Mepicat anp SurcicaL Reporter of the 


18th inst., leading off with an article on the cure 
of hooping-cough at the gas works, from the pen 
of Surgeon W. S. Kine, U.S. A., the following 
resumé will not be uninteresting in connection 
with the subject; and I trust it may stimulate re- 


search for the cure of a malady for which, in my 
hands, the best cure has been “nine weeks—or 
more.” Since the facts that follow have come to 
my knowledge I have not been solicited to attend 
a case of hooping-cough, but I certainly intend to 
advise gaseous treatment at the first opportunity. 
Where the treatment began, and who first sug- 
gested it, I am at present ignorant. In the 
spring of 1864, at Amsterdam, children with 
hooping-cough were sent to the gas-works and 
permitted to breathe the atmosphere for a certain 
period, with very satisfactory results, many cases 
having been reported cured, and no case having 
been injured by the treatment. 

During an epidemic of pertussis at Calais in 
the winter’ of 1864, a number of children thus 
affected were sent to the gas-house to breathe the 
vapor at the moment it escapes after subjection 
to the purifying process. The children are re- 
ported to have begun to improve as soon as they 
were exposed to this atmosphere, and thorough 
cures resulted. Two or three visits sufficed to 
put an entl to the paroxysms of cough. See also 
(Am. Jour. Med. Sci. April, 1865, from Brit. Med. 
Jour., Nov. 5, 1864,) the report of M. Commercr 
to the Imperial Academy of Medicine as to the 
effect of this treatment in 142 cases subjected to 
the vapors at the works of St. Maudé. The 
treatment is said to have been beneficial at all 
of periods the disorder, twelve séances in general 





desirable that union should be effected by the 


having proved adequate for the cure. The ex* 
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posure on each occasion is givenat two hours 
duration. 

Dr. Bertno.iies reports similar results at 
Ternes, the records at which works for the reriod 
of six months show the cure of 219, and the re- 
lief of 122 more, cases out of 901 exposed to the 
treatment. 

See more recently on the same subject Schmidt's 
Jahrbiicher, July, 1866, p. 63. 

The subject is worthy of attention. What is it 
that is the remedial agent? The ammoniacal 
vapor? But ammoniacal vapor will promote pa- 
roxysms of cough even when employed in minute 
proportion. The tar vapor? The impure hydro- 
earbon? Who knows? It occurs to me one might 
try the experiment by turning on the gas in the 
room occupied by the patient. 

Gases of various kinds have been employed in 
hooping-cough. A series of experiments of this 
kind were made at the St. Annen’s Hospital for 
Children in Vienna, a few years since, the results 
of which are thus summed up. 

Inhalation of pure oxygen did not provoke pa- 
roxysms of cough. 

Inhalation of nitrous oxyde gas, or of a mixture 
of oxygen and atmospheric air, did not induce a 
single paroxysm of cough, even when the inhala- 
tion was considerably prolonged. The children 
inhaled from five to ten minutes, and discontinued 
the process reluctantly. 

Inhalation of pure nitrogen and hydrogen was 
attempted on but one occasion. It was inhaled 
reluctantly, and but for a very short period. In 
two cases, the inhalation of nitrogen was inter- 
rupted by paroxysms of cough. Inhalation of 
hydrogen produced disposition to cough in one 
ease, 

Inhalation of carbonic acid gas always produced 
a very heavy fit of conghing at the first deep inspi- 
ration. A mixture of one volume of the gas with 
fifteen of atmospheric air always produced a fit 
of coughing, if not immediately, within two or 
three minutes. When further diluted, this result 
Was not constant, but fite of conghing followed 
more frequently than from the inhalation of the 
ordinary air. 

A very slight proportion of ammoniacal vapor, 
0 slight as to escape detection by the sense of 
smell], was followel by constant, severe p2rox- 
ysms of cough, in the limited number of eases in 
which it was inhaled. (Jahrb. fur Kinderheit 
kunde, 1862.) 

In the American Medical Recorder, 1822, p. 
660, Dr. Taouas has recorded the case of his own 
son, xt. 4 moa., who, after suffering from hoop- 
ing-cough for nearly three weeke, was cured in 
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ten days by the inhalation of the nitrous gas— 
the hoop having disappeared after the third ap- 
plication. The apartment being tightly closed, a 
teacup was placed in a sand-bath, half an ounce 
of sulphuric acid was poured into the cup, and to 
this was gradually added half an ounce of the 
nitrate of potassa in powder, so as to occupy an 
hour in the disengagement of the fumes. . This 
was repeated every night, did not provoke pa- 
roxysms of cough, and the child usually fell asleep 
at an early hour. 

The vapor of turpentine has also been employed 
in the treatment of hooping-cough. (See Schmidf’s 
Jahrb., July, 1866, p. 62.) 


The use of the inhalation of solutions broken 
up into spray has led to the employment by inha- 
lation, of other than volatile remedies in the treat- 
ment of hooping-cough—such as solution of tan- 
nin, (Schmidt's Jahrb. July, 1866,) ete. 


But the most novel treatment, and upon newly 
advanced pathological inferences, is that of Dr. 
Rony, of Hanau, (Wien. Med. Wochenschrift, 
1866, xiv. 52 and 53,) who was led to the employ- 
ment of inhalations of nitrate of silver in hoop- 
ing-cough, from the result of several laryngo- 
scopic examination of adults and children while 
suffering with this affection. He found the mu- 
cous membrane covering the anterior wall of the 
lower portion of the interior of the larynx, and 
the commencement of the trachea, hyperemic. in 
a marked degree, the vocal cords sparkling white 
and in marked contrast to the intense congestion 
of the sud-glottic region. Tle therefore considers 
that the lower laryngeal region and the upper 
portion of the trachea are the seat of catarrhal 
inflammation during the spasmodic stage of hoop- 
ing-cough; and he is confirmed in this view by 
the unifurm statement of adults, and children of 
some size, that a peculiar severe irritation about 
the upper part of the windpipe precedes the 
spasm of cough which it excites. Dr. Ronn in- 
quires whether the existence of the catarrh at 
his point is not the true cause of the peculiar pa- 
roxysms of cough; and whether the irritation 
of the inferior laryngeal nerve, which contains 
sensory fibres, will not produce the same re- 
sults as irritation of the internal filaments of the 
superior laryngeal nerve? Concluding, there- 
fure, that the commencement of the spasmodic 
affection might also be due to a catarrhal condi- 
tion of the mucous membrane of the central and 
smaller bronchi, he resorted to the therapeutical 
effect of inhalations in order to reduce the in- 
flammatory process by a local caustic action. He 
has convinced himself that such treatment resulted 
favorably in the cases reported :—six in children 
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four years of age, and two in grown persons. | badly drilled, and the officers were exceedingly 
The medicament was a solution of the nitrate of| anxious that every man should be out if it were 
silver, gr. }3—1, to the ounce of distilled water, | possible. The infusions failed during a severe 


according to the age of the patient and the severity | t 


rial. I never gave medicine for the men to take 


of the attack. About half an ounce of the solu-| with them; while in camp they had to go to the 
tion was inhaled once daily. All these cases | steward’s tent and take it at the hours prescribed, 
were of from three to five weeks duration, and| If on picket or guard duty, the corporal or ser- 
either in the beginning of the convulsive stage, | geant had the medicine with full directions. But 


or at its maximum. 


to-day and night the sergeant would drench his 


Dr. Ronn states, that after the first two inha-| picket, and to-morrow at eleven o’clock the pa- 
lations, and after the first three at the farthest, | tient would shake as if a turreted monster was 
the cough diminished to a marked extent, both as | about to exterminate him; nor was there any mis- 
to duration and violence, and in all of the cases| take about the men having chills in each case, 
with an immediate abatement of the vomiting ;— | I allowed no medicine to be given unless the pa- 
that after the 4th—6th inhalation the general | tient was seen by a medical officer or other com- 
characteristic hooping-cough symptoms disap-| petent person. 


peared, leaving in its wake, at the most, but a 


Placed in this emergency, I concluded to try 


trifling simple catarrh. A still further experi-| the effects of the external application of turpen- 
ence convinces the investigator that, at least| tine, believing that sufficient impression could be 
with children over four years of age who can| produced on the system to break the succession of 
very readily be made to take the inhalation, other | paroxysms. 


febrile complications of the respiratory organs do 
not contra-indicate the inhalatory treatment. 
"riladelphia, May 21st, 1867. 
ee 


Accordingly I issued the following instructions 


to assistant surgeons. “To be made at once: a 
careful registry of all cases of intermittent fever, 
stating the duration of the disease, what reme- 


TURPENTINE AS A REMEDIAL AGENT. | dies had been tried, temperament, chill hour, mo- 


By Stites Kennepy, M.D., 
Of Hallstown, Del. 


ment of application, how long on, condition of 
bowels, skin, tongue, result. 


The patient to 


—_— appear at the steward’s tent forty-five minutes 


Its external application in Fever and Ague, 
As the true malarial season is near at hand, I 


before ‘chill time,’ as shown by registry. 


“On the arrival of the patient he is to have a 


propose to give the profession the benefit of some | bandage of cotton cloth eight inches wide and wet 


experiments and considerable experience in the 
use of a cheap and efficient remedy for intermittent 
fever. While in Savannah, November, 1862, I 
assumed control of the medical department of the 
47th Georgia Regiment in order that its surgeon 
might visit his sick wife in Griffin. Several com- 
panies of this regiment had been exposed during 
the summer months to the effluvia of the rice 
fields on the Savannah river, and at first ‘sick 
call” I found over one hundred cases of “chills.” 
No quinine was being issued at this time by the 
confederate purveyor, but instead of this potent 
remedy, infusions of pinknea pubens, Spanish 
willow and dogwood wore sent in large quanti- 
ties with full directions for their use, and the 
hope was expressed that I would be able to return 
a favorable report of their effects. And I will 
state here, that when the patient is in comforta- 
ble quarters in town, away from exposure and 
malarial influences, with sufficient tone and cali- 
bre of stomach to bear repeated drenchings of 
these nasty infusions, there is no difficulty in cur- 
ing intermittent fever. But my troops were in 


in turpentine, to be applied to the whole circum- 
ference of his chest, linen to be buttoned closely 
down, and patient wrapped in a blanket and kept 
in sight of medical officer.” 

Sixty-two cases were registered, and on the 
third day I found fifty had been cured by the 
first application, nine by the second, and three by 
third. During this time eight new cases had 
occurred ; all cured on first application. Fowler’s 
solution was directed in each case, five drops 
three times a day, and in a little while no one 
was so poor as to honor the “call” of the surgeon. 

My subsequent experience in the use of this 
remedy has not been altogether so successful as 
the onset promised it should be. This has been, 
not the fault of the remedy, but rather, the misfor- 
tune of untoward circumstances, My next expe- 
rience was in the summer of 1863 at Adams Run, 
S. C., while in charge of Shultz’s battery, part of 
Aiken’s (7th) Cavalry and a portion of Abney’s 
battalion, Infantry. The three branches of ser- 
vice offered a fine opportunity to test the remedy, 
as they were doing duty on the swamps of Foo- 





field, and on picket drill every day. They were 





goodoo creek, a notoriously malarious district, 
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but medical aid was so scarce that I could get no 
help, not even a steward, and the troops were 
s:attered about over a line several miles in length; 
to these I made daily visits, and medicines and 
directions were always left with the orderly 
sergeants. And here I was frequently told that 
turpentine would not stop the chill even after the 
third trial. On an examination of the cases I 
would generally find that the chill gained an hour 
at each atack, and that the oil and pgroxysms went 
on about the same time. In » oie cases the 


disease would lose two or three hours at each | 


paroxsmal return. Not unfrequently I found 
that the chill continued every second-day, instead 
of every day in succession ; on investigation these 
would turn out to be double second-day chills. 
That is, a chill every day, but of second-day 
type, occuring at the same hours only on alter- 
niate days, and even then the hour of paroxysm 
recede or supersede. 

Sometimes the patient, being allowed to go to 
his quarters, would remove the stupe on the first 
appearance of pain. Ilowever, after the third 
chill,—often after the second,—I almost always 
found the patient so exhausted, as to make it 
necessary to send him to the upland interior, 
where I lost sight of him. 

The great majority of the cases even here 
yielded promptly to the remedy, and I did not 
have to send off more than one-twelfth, and these 
were sent from causes enumerated. 

During the fall of the same year I used the 
same remedy on Sullivan’s Island, and subse- 
quently at Petersburg, Va., and have always 
found it a prompt and efficient remedy. 

In over two hundred and fifty cases, where it 
has been applied under my immediate super- 
vision, I can remember but few cases of failure. 
Two of these were in men on whose skin the oil 
made not the slightest impression, no pain or 
redness; and in four or five cases malignant 
remittent fever supervened. 

I spoke of this method of treatment to several 
planters in the south, and after trying it in their 
families, and with their servants, they were de- 
lighted. with the results. 

By direction of Surgeon-General Moonz, the 
same plan of treatment was carried out in several 
hospitals on the southern coast, and so far as I 
am aware, with entire success. 

Mustard has repeatedly been proposed to me as 
a substitute for the remedy in question. I have 
often used it, and no, doubt the rationale of its 
action is the same, but I have many times found 
the skin swollen, very sore, and followed by 
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have I ever observed after the use of the oil of 
turpentine. I have yet to see a single case of 
strangury produced by this medicine in this dis- 
ease. 

Where the skin seems more than usual insen- 
sible to the effects of the remedy, I double the 
cloth.. Where the skin is very delicate, so that 
the accession of pain portends evil, I remove it; 
but the desired effect is produced. However, either 
of these conditiogs is comparatively rare. Most 
patients let the bandage remain on till it is dry. 

I have applied it under every imaginable cir- 
cumstance; in military practice on the march, 
on picket, guard, field infirmary, hospital; in 
the hot sunshine and dust of summer, and in the 
coldest storms of winter; in civil life, at the 
rude tenement of the uncouth poor, and at the 
castle where lordly wealth was now not wont to 
come; and I have found in the whole list of the 
materia medica no remedy more prompt in its 
efficiency. 

It commends itself to a large class whom we 
have with us always, the poor. It is cheap, 
abundant, efficient and convenient, 

I do not claim that because it breaks the suc- 
cession of paroxysms that they will not return; 
on the contrary, if the patient is exposed to ma- 
larious influences they will return, for the cause 
will produce its effect. I care not what remedy 
you break the chills with, it will return after the 
remedy ceases to act, and the cause is in full 
operation. 

It is notoriously so with quinine, and this has 
brought the “specific” into much disrepute with 
country people. They say “it only stops the 
chills for a while.” 

After the morbid chain is broken by the oil, I 
keep it so by another cheap, and beyond com- 
parison, the most effectual and complete remedy, 
the liq. potassa arsenitis, gtt. v. ter die. In 
cases where there seemed any biliary complica- 
tion, I directed in my first experience the follow- 
ing at night: 

R. Pil. hydrarg., gr. x. 


Podophyllin gr. 9. M. 
Fl. pil., No. th 


And up to this time I have had no reason to 
change it. Where the bowels are very susceptible 
to the action of purgatives, two of the pills are 
sufficient. 

As to the mode of action of the oil of turpen- 
tine, I submit, 

Ist. The pain produced by it calls the whole 
attention of the mind, 

2d. The impression on the nerve centres. 





eezematous vesieation; neither of these troubles 


3d. The stimulant effect. 
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JEFFERSON Mepicat CoLirse, 
May 22, 1867. 


Surcicat Cuirnic or Pror. Gross. 
Reported by Dr. Napheys. 


Irritability of Bladder. 


Thos. S., xt. 66. Ee passes water frequently, 
every hour. Micturition is attended with a sen- 
sation of burning or scalding. Lis water is 
loaded with mucus, and generally high-colored. 
He has had rheumatism frequently. About 
three years ago he fell on his back, and has had 
some difficulty with his bladder ever since. Lost 
flesh some time ago, which he has since re- 
gained. Bowels regular. Temperate habits. 

The sound was introduced without coming in 
contact with any stone. The size of the bladder 
was found to be ample, and as the instrument 
passed over the surface of the organ, it seemed 
to be rough, as if the bladder might be fasicu- 
lated, as not unfrequently happens in chronic 
cystitis, especially when it depends upon enlarge- 
ment of the prostate gland, stricture of the 
urethra, or some other mechanical obstruction to 
the emission of the urine. 

The finger was introduced into the bowel, to 
ascertain if there were enlargement of the pros- 
tate gland. It was found not to be materially 
enlarged. It was slightly increased in size lat- 
erally toward the left side, but normal on the 
right side. 

The next point for examination is the condition 
of the urine, which must be determined hefore 
any satisfactory treatment can be instituted. If 
the urine be found to be alkaline, acids will be 
indicated. On the contrary, if acid, alkalies, es- 
“agaen bi-carbonate of soda and potassa, will 

useful, with adjuvants, as lupulin and mor- 
pois. or some preparation of opium, administered 

y the mouth or rectum, in the form of enema or 
suppository. Generally, when there is much 
irritability of the bladder, advantage is derived 
from an anodyne suppository, as one-fourth, one- 
third, one-half, or one grain of morphia, either 
alone or in combination with extract of bella- 
donna or hyoscyamus, introduced into the bowel 
toward bed-time. 

Diastasis of Condyles of Humerus, 


Mary B., wt. 4 months. This child presents a 
eontorted or twisted condition of the right supe- 
rior extremity. The elbow has always been stiff, 
her mother says, and she cannot raise the arm 
at the shoulder-joint. She had two falls when 
«bout a week old, since which time, this difficulty 
has manifested itself. 

The parts have the appearance such as would 
be presented in a case of fracture of the condyles 
of the humerus in an adult. In all probability, 
the falls which this child experienced caused a 
separation of the condyles at their epiphyses—a 
very uncommon case. The stiffness at the shoul- 
der-joint is doubtless owing to the want of use of 
that articulation. 
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on the part. followed up with frictions of soap 
liniment, and with passive motion of the joint. 


Chronic Inflammation of Foot. 


Mrs. Matilda R., set. 19. Her left foot was 
injured over three years ago, by an oak rail, 
which fell across the instep. It has been alter- 
nately better and worse, but never entirely well 
since, compelling her to use a crutch all the 
time. There is considerable swelling in the 
entire foot, even the toes are larger than they 
ought to be, and the swelling extends ap above 
the ankle. Tgere is a good deal of motion at tho 
ankle-joint. The pain is most troublesome at 
night, preventing her from sleeping. It is of a 
sharp, darting character. The weather has no 
influence upon it. She has lost flesh; tongue 
coated; headache; poor appetite; bowels regu- 
lar. 

In prescribing for cases of joint disease, it ts 
necessary to take into consideration the state of 
the system at large, especially in females, in 
whom sometimes the trouble is closely connected 
with disordered menstruation, or with an hyster- 
ical cordition. In this case, however, there is 
inflammation. Where it is precisely located, is 
not very easy todetermine. It is probable that 
nearly all the joints of the foot are implicated, 
and the ankle also, but not to any considerable 
extent. There is, doubtless, periostit's, and per- 
haps the osseous system itself may be involved. 
It is surprising that openings have not formed 
and abscesses taken place. 

No surgical operation would be justifiable 
here. The attempt must be made to relieve the 
inflammation of the joints and periosteum by 
local and constitutional remedies. A vast amount 
of good might be produced by the use of iodine 
properly applied, two parts of the tincture to 
three of alcohol, not so strong as to produce any 
considerable action on the skin, but sufficiently 
strong to stimulate the absorbent vessels to a re- 
moval of the effused fluids. Pressure should also 
be made with the bandage carried from the toes 
up, and passive motion instituted. She was or- 
dered to use the hot and eold douche once or 
twice in the twenty-four hours, then apply the 
iodine, make passive motion, and put on the 
bandage. She should exercise in the open air 
with the foot supported in a sort of stirrup. In- 
ternally, she was directed ten grains of blue 
mass, with one grain of ipecacuanha, every 
fourth night, and 

R. Acidi sulphurici aromat., f.3ss. 
Quiniz sulphatis, 3ss. 
Tr. ferri chloridi, f.3j. 
Hydrarg. chloridi corros., gr. iij. M. 

Sig. gtt. xxv. ter die. 

At bed-time, ten grains of Dover's powder, or 
its equivalent in morphia. Ter diet should be 
nutritious, but plain and simple. 


Cases of Epithelioma, 


Case 1st. Wm. R., st. 67; laborer. This 
patient has an epithelial ulcer on the right side 
of the middle line of the lower lip, which came 
on about a year ago. It presents all the charac- 
teristics of epithelioma. Eight years ago an 





The child was ordered the hot and cold douche 


operation was performed for a disease of simi 
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kind, on the left side of the lower lip. He 
smokes a wooden pipe, which, however, he holds 
on the left side. Prof. Gross has never seen a 
case corroborative of the views of the late Dr. 
Warren, of Boston, and Prof. Miuuer, of the 
University of Edinburgh, that this disease is fre- 
quently caused by smoking. 

A V-shaped persan of the lip was removed, 
including all the diseased structure, and the 
parts brought accurately in apposition by means 
of the twisted suture, two pins being introduced. 


Case 2d. Jno. McG., xt. 62. This man has 
epithelioma, affecting the mucous membrane of 
the right corner of the mouth. 

The diseased structure was excised, and the 
edges of the wound approximated with the twisted 
and interrupted suture. 

There is no involvement of the lymphatic gan- 
glions in these cases, and the prognosis is there- 
fore favorable. Union by the first intention is 
expected throughout the whole extent of the 
wound. It hardly ever fails to take place, even 
when the loss of substance is much greater than 
it has been in either of these cases. 


Excision of the Upper Jaw for Encephaloid, 


William E., zt. 38. This patient was present 
at the clinic on May Ist, on account of encepha- 
loid of the antrum of Highmore, (vide p. 421.) 
The disease, of not quite four months’ duration, 
has gradually involved the superior maxillary in 
the greater portion of its extent, as high up as 
the floor of the orbit, but how far back it is im- 
possible to say. There seems to be a portion of the 
ascending process of the bone free from disease, 
judging from the fact that there is no outward 
appearance of its being thus affected. The teeth 
retain in = their hold, especially in front. 

On looking into his mouth a large fungous 
mass is observed, apparently projecting beyond 
the middle line or raphé of the mouth. This, 
however, is only apparent, as the disease very 
rarely jumps across the suture formed by the 
junctufe fof the horizontal plates of the superior 
maxillary bones. The mass is exceedingly vas- 
cular. It bled last night and the night before. 
The growth has taken place rapidly, being first 
observed only about four months ago. It probably 
existed several weeks, however, before it attracted 
attention. 

If the tumor were cut into, there would be pro- 
fuse, perhaps fatal hemorrhage. Therefore, in its 
removal, care will be taken to cut around it. 

The patient was placed under the influence of 
ether, instead of chloroform, as the operation 
was performed in the erect posture, in order that 
the blood might not pass into the larynx. 

Portions of the upper jaw-bone were removed 
by some of the older surgeons,—by Aco.uraus 
in the latter part of the seventeenth century. 
But the whole of the upper jaw-bone was for the 
first time removed by the late Dr. Jameson, of 
Baltimore. Prof. Gross has performed the ope- 
ration a number of times, and never lost a case. 
No matter how severe the operation may appear, 
the patient usually recovers with very little diffi- 
culty. He has some trouble for a little time with 
deglutition ; mastication is out of the question; 
but the patient can always be sustained by flui 
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diet, alcoholic stimulants, and the use of ano~ 
syne. It is a matter of great importance in the 
after treatment, to guard against the swallowing 
of the saliva, which is apt to poison the system, 
and give rise to pyemia. The patient should lie 
on his side instend of his back, and his mouth be 
frequently washed out with proper gargles. If 
any saliva should get into his stomach, charcoal 
or permanganate of potassa should be adminis- 
tered. 

The patient being seated in a chair, and fully 
etherized, a curvilinear incision was made from 
the zygomatic prgcess of the malar bone to the 
commissure of the lips, and another by the side of 
the nose, vertically upward. The bleeding ves- 
sels were then ligated, and the flaps dissected up, 
so as to expose the outer surface of the tumor 
thoroughly. The morbid mass was then removed 
by means of bone pliers. There was neceesarily 
a loss of a considerable amount of blood. The 
hemorrhage was stopped by the ligature and the 
use of MonsE.t’s solution. The whole of the 
nasal cavity on the right side was laid open. 
The amount of diseased structure was very great, 
extending in every direction. It obviously com- 
menced in the maxillary sinus. 


Quattine tt 


Medical Societies. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The following items were omitted from our 
report of the minutes of the meeting of the Asso- 
ciation.—[Eps. Mep. anp Sure. Rep.] 


Cholera and Quarantine. 


Dr. Cuartes A. Lez, of New York, submitted 
the following resolutions bearing upon the subject 
of cholera and quarantine, which were unani- 
mously adopted as the sense of the Convention, 
without discussion. 

Whereas, It was declared by a vote of Congress 
at its last session, that it is not within the con- 
stitutional powers of the general government to 
establish a general and uniform system of quaran- 
tine for the different ports of the United States; 
and, 

Whereas, The cholera infection has been intro- 
duced, during the last year, into the United 
States, and has prevailed more or less extensively 
in many of the cities, towns and villages of our 
country since its introduction through the port 
of New York; and, 

Whereas, The experience of that city, as well as 
other places both at home and abroad, has demon- 
strated the efficacy of thorough sanitary measures, 
and certain chemical disinfectants, especially car- 
bolic acid and sulphate of iron, in destroying or 

reventing the spread of cholera virus; it is here- 
f urgently recommended by this association, 
that the attention of physicians throughout the 
United States be chiefly and constantly directed 
to the employment of similar means, and the 
free use of the same disinfectants, wherever the 
cholera poison may show itself: Therefore, 


Resolved, That as the experience of Europe 
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and the United States has satisfactorily shown 
that the cholera poison cannot be effectually con- 
trolled or kept in check, except where the cordons 
sanitaires are absolutely prohibitory of all inter- 
course, as was the case in the entire island of 
Sicily and the coasts and frontier of Greece dar- 
ing the recent cholera epidemic; and : 

Whereas, There is no good reason to believe 
that the people of the United States would will- 
ingly submit to the enforcement of such prohib- 
itory measures and non-intercourse as is neces- 
sary to hold the cholera poison in check, espe- 
cially after its introduction into the country, it is 
hereby recommended to all municipal bodies and 
Boards of Health to pay special attention to re- 
quisite sanitary measures, such as the cleansing 
of streets, lanes and alleys; the supply of pure 
drinking water to the inhabitants; the ample 
provision of chemical disinfectants, and their 
prompt employment in necessary cases; the sepa- 
ration of the sick from the healthy in the same 
dwelling; the inspection and regulation of tene- 
ment houses; the provision of nurses, hospitals 
and competent physicians for the sick poor who 
may be attacked; provision for early burial of 
the dead; the separation of corpses from the 
living; and the prohibition of the custom of wak- 
ing the dead, and all other measures which have 
been found necessary to control the progress of 
the disease. 

Resolved, That experience proves that the pub- 
lication of the facts connected with the existence 
and progress of cholera in any place, instead of 
disturbing the popular mind while it reveals the 
exact extent of the danger, robs it of the halo of 
alarm and fear with which the imagination sur- 
rounds indefinite pestilence walking abroad by 
noonday. 

The Annual Assessment. 


Dr. Toner proposed the following, which in- 
cludes an article of the Constitution, with the 
amendments added: The sum of five dollars shall 
be assessed annually upon each delegate to the 
sessions of the Association, as well as upon each 
of its permanent members, whether attending or 
not, for the purpose of raising a fund to defray 
the necessary expenses of the Association, and 
for printing the Transactions. The payment of 
this assessment shall be required of the delegates 
and members in attendance upon the sessions of 
the Association previously to their taking seats 
and participating in the business of the session. 
Permanent members not.attending, shall forward 
their yearly dues to the Treasurer, and thereby 
shall be entitled to receive a copy of the printed 
Transactions, the same as delegates. 

Referred, after an animated debate, to Com- 
mittee on Revision of Constitution and By-Laws. 


Dr. Cox submitted the following resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted: 


The late Surgeon C. S. Tripler, U.S. A. 


Resolved, That in the loss of Surgeon Cuaries 
S. Trrprer, U.S. A., who died in this city since 
the last meeting of the Association, the profession 
throughout the country, the army of the United 
States, and the Association especially, have expe- 
rienced a serious loss. 





Resolved, That in the high moral integrity> 
Christian character, professional ability, and con- 
scientious love of his vocation, we recognise in 
Dr. Trrpter one of the truest illustrations of a 
sound physician and a good man. 

Resolved, That the condolence and sympathies 
of the Association are hereby tendered to the 
family and relations of the deceased; and the 
Secretary is directed to communicate to them a 
copy of these resolutions. 

Dr. Davis moved that the committee charged 
with procuring suitable accommodations for the 
Archives of the Association in the Smithsonian 
Institution, in Washington, D.C., be continued. 
Carried. 

Dr. Atpen Marcu, of New York, offered the 
following: 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Association 
are due, and are hereby tendered to the President 
and retiring officers for the ability, impartiality, 
and courtesy manifested in the discharge of their 
arduous duties, Carried. 

Dr. Cox moved that surplus copies of the 
Transactions of the Association not yet out of 
print, be sent to the Secretaries of similar organi- 
zations, in exchange for the volumes published 
by their own bodies. Carried. 

Dr. Huaues presented the following: 

Resolved, That those members of the Associa- 
tion who have contributed to the amount of five 
dollars to the publishing of future Transactions, 
shall be entitled to any back volume of the Trans- 
actions to the amount of the same, as they may 
want. Carried. 

—@~—— 


MEETING OF SECTIONS. 


Surercan Section. 


Sessions at the Medical College of Ohio, May 7th 
and 9th, 1867. 


The meeting was called to order at 3 P.M. 
Prof. S. D. Gross, M.D., of Philadelphia, was 
appointed Chairman, and Dr. J. L. Lirrze, of 
New York, Secretary. 

Dr. Josern 8. Hitprera, of Chicago, IIl., read 
a paper “On the Action of Belladonna in Dis- 
eases of the Cornea.” The writer maintains 
that in certain conditions of the eye, the nervous 
integrity of the cornea may be so disturbed as to 
cause a peculiar state of anzsthesia. The dila- 
tability of the pupil 1s correspondingly lessened, 
and the effects of atropia are of short duration. 
There may be either an acute or a chronic 
form of anesthesia. In corneal affections with 
aneesthesia and diminished dilatability of the 
pupils, belladonna is indicated, but with normal 
dilatability of the pupil and absence of cor- 
neal anesthesia, belladonna is not required. A 
thorouzh division of the ciliary ring, and not the 
evacuation of the aqueous humor, affords relief 
for corneal anzsthesia. Paracentesis of the an- 
terior chamber may, in some cases of this class, 
prove serviceable by diminishing congestion of 
the ciliary ring, but not otherwise. 

Iridectomy, in one case, notwithstanding that 
it removed all intra-ocular tension, failed to re- 
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lieve the corneal anasthesia. Division of the 
ciliary ring, fifteen minutes afterwards, at once 
accomplished that result. 

Dr. Hammer remarked that according to Don- 
pers, corneal ulceration was due, not to any ner- 
vous lesion, but to the lodgment of particles upon 
the cornea, the presence of which was not noted 
by the anaesthetic cornea. 

Dr. Hitpretn thought that the experiments 
of Macenpiz, which he would not then recite, 
proved directly the reverse. 

Dr. Gross entertained a similar opinion. 

Dr. Hitpretn’s paper was, on motion, referred 
to the Committee of Publication. 

“A Report on the Use of Plaster of Paris in 
Surgery,” by Dr. James L. Little, of New York, 
was similarly referred. 

Dr. B. Howarp, of New York, read a paper 
entitled “Ligation, with Depletion of Varicose 
Veins of the Leg, with a Case of Radical Cure.” 

The operation consisted in first distending the 
veins, by causing the patient to stand upon the 
leg affected. A stout unarmed aneurism needle 
was passed behind the vein, just above the inter- 
nal malleolus, and its points caused to emerge on 
the opposite side. The needle being then armed 
with a silver wire ligature, withdrawn, and dis- 
armed, both free ends were left ready to be fas- 
tened. This process was repeated at nine differ- 
ent points. 

The ligature first applied was secured by pass- 
ing both its free ends through a hole in a small 
leaden disc, which was capped by a perforation 
of buckshot. Forcible compression with a com- 
mon plyers completed the manipulation. The 
two ligatures in the popliteal regions were simi- 
larly disposed of. 

The vein between these extreme points was 
then punctured in several places, and the blood 
allowed to escape, which it did rather freely. All 
the ligatures were then secured. 

Paper referred to Committee of Publication. 


The following, after having been read, were 
likewise referred to the same committee. 


On a New Method of Operating on the Bones 
for the lengthening of the same, by Prof. J. C. 
Huches, of Towa. 

A Report on the Ligature of the Subclavian 

Artery, by Willard Parker, M.D., of N.Y. 
_ A contribution to the Hip-joint operations dur- 
ing the late civil war, being the statistics of 
twenty cases of Amputations, and thirteen of 
Resections of this Articulation in the Southern 
Army, by Paul F. Eve, M. D., of Nashville. 

A collection of cases of Lumbar Colotomy, 
(Amussat’s operation), by Geo. C. Blackman, 
M.D., of Cincinnati. 


The following papers were laid on the table for 
farther action: 


Observations on Rhinoscopy, by Laurence 

Turnbull, M.D., of Philadelphia. : 
A paper on the Bibliography and Observations 

on the present condition of Aural Surgery, by 

Laurence Turnbull, M.D., of Philadelphia. 

moat to 2 amacare of Hernia, by Chauncey F. 
A novel case of Lithotomy, by Edw. Whin- 

nery, M. D., of Iowa. 
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The following committees were appointed to 
report at the next Annual Meeting: 

On the Ligation of Arteries—Benj. Howard, 
M.D., of New York, Chairman. 

On the treatment of Club-foot without Teno- 
tomy—Lewis A. Sayre, M. D., of New York, Chair- 
man. 

On the Radical Cure of Hernia—Geo. C, Black- 
man, M. D., of Cincinnati, Chairman. 

On the Operations for Hare-lip—A. Hammer, 
M.D., of St. Louis, Chairman. 

On the Errors of Diagnosis in Abdominal 
Tumors—G. C. E. Weber, M. D., of Ohio, Chair- 
man. 

The section then adjourned sine die. 


Section or Practice or MEDICINE AND 
OBSTETRICS. 


Session at the Dental College, Thursday, May 7th. 


The section having convened at 3, P. M., Prof. 
M. K. Taynor, of Keokuk, Iowa, was elected 
Chairman, and Dr. Epwarp Haut, of Auburn, 
New York, Secretary. 

An abstract of a report on the Therapeutics of 
Inhalation (J. Solis Cohen, J. A. Da Costa, and 
Louis Elsberg, committee) was read, and laid upon 
the table until the report itself could ‘be brought 
before the section. (It was subsequently referred 
to a special Committee.) 

Dr. Josern G. Ricuarpson, of New York, read 
a paper entitled “Clinical Thermometry in Diph- 
theria.” From numerous observations made by 
the author he had become convinced that while 
the membrane is forming and rapidly extending, 
the heat of the body increases, and returns to 
the normal standard as the membrane disappears. 
The temperature of the body, therefore, affords 
one of the most valuable indications in the prog- 
nosis and treatment of the disease. 

An interesting discussion in regard to the tem- 
perature of the body, not only in diphtheria, but 
in other diseases, took place, participated in b 
Profs. Johnson, Comegys, Dr. Severance, Dr. Wil- 
liams, and others. It was finally voted that the 
author be requested to continue his investiga- 
tions, and report at the next meeting of the As- 
sociation. 

An unfinished paper, by Dr. A. G. Fretn, of 
Iowa, on the “‘ Treatment of Disease by Atomized 
Substances,’’ was presented, and the author was 
requested to read the same completed at a future 
meeting. 

Portions of a paper by Dr. Sternen Rocers, of 
New York, on “ Extra-Uterine Foetation and Ges- 
tation,’ containing a statement of the symptoms, 
and recommending abdominal section, in order to 
meet the indications, were read. It was voted to 
recommend it for publication in the Transactions. 
Remarks were made by Profs. H. R. Storer, Pal- 
mer, Byford, Parvin, and others, after which 
the section adjourned. 


Session, May 9th, 1867. 


The section was called to order at 4,P.M. Dr. 
Hrpsarp in the chair. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and 
approved. 
he Secretary reported that he had been una 
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ble to procure the report on the “Therapeutics of 
Inha’ation.” 

After some discussion, it was voted to recom- 
mend to the Association to give the Committee 
on Publication discretionary power in regard to 
printing this report, or portions thereof, in the 
Transactions. 

Prof. M. K. Tayor, of Keokuk, read a paper 
entitled, “ Remarks on the Diseases of the Heart, 
as observed in the military servics, 1861-5.” 

He remarked that in many men debilitated by 
malarious and other diseases, and hardship, a 
condition of the heart existed similar to hyper- 
trophy. These cases resulted from a loss of mus- 
cular tone; were not serious, and were restored 
to health after a lengthy period of rest, and treat- 
ment of a tonic and hygienic nature. 

Dr. Bowpirca had observed a similar condition 
in soldiers whom he had examined, as had also 
Dr. Gross, at Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Dr. Haut, of N. Y., remarked that in his ex- 
aminations of several hundred returned soldiers, 
he had frequently detected the same cardiac con- 
dition, accurately described in the paper read by 
Prof. Taylor. 

The paper was recommended for publication 
in the Transactions. 

The minutes of this meeting were read and 
approved, and the section adjourned sine die. 


Section on Meteorotocy, Mepicat Toro- 
GRAPHY, ETC. 


Session, May 7th, 1867. 


Dr. B. H. Catirn, of Conn., was called to the 
Chair, and Dr. N. S. Davis, of Ill., appointed 
Secretary. 

Dr. Hamit read an interesting report on the 
Climatology of Illinois, giving reports of the sani- 
tary condition and mortality rates of Chicago. 
He referred to the singular fact that in Lilinois, 
cerebro-spinal meningitis was more prevalent 
than in uny other State. 

Dr. Davis pointed out the fact that erysipelas 
was once very prevalent along the watercourses 
crimsoned by the blood of many slaughtered ani- 
mals, and that the intensity of type was propor- 
tionate to the depth of tint. 

Adjourned until Thursday. 


Session, May 9th, 1867. 


Dr. Davis read a paper on the “Causes of 
Cholera,” as previously appointed, after which 
the meeting soon adjourned. 

Paper referred to Committee of Publication. 


Section on 'Psycno.ocy. 


The section of Psychology was organized by 
the election of Prof. Cuas. A. Lez, as Chairman, 
and Prof. H. R. Storer, as Secretary. 

After remarks had been made by several of the 
members present, it was determined to recom- 
mend to the Association the names of the follow- 
ing gentlemen as a Committee to report upon the 
subject of Insanity at the ensuing meeting: 

Drs. Chas. A. Lee, of N. Y.; John B. Chapin, 
of N. Y.; A. B. Palmer, of Michigan; W. W. 
Jones, of Ohio; H. R. Storer, of Mass. 

Upon motion of Dr. Toner, the meeting was 
then adjourned. 
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EpiroriaAL DEPARTMENT. 


Periscope. 


Local application of Collodion. 


Dr. Wu. Murray, of Newcastle on Tyne, has 
a letter in the Brit. Med. Jour. recounting his 
use of collodion as a means of effectually apply- 
ing medicinal agents to surgical wounds. I have 
used it to bring about the closure of a false anus 
at the umbilicus, and the result promises to be 
satisfactory. My present remarks are the resulé 
of three months’ investigation into the same sub- 
ject, with a somewhat different object in view. 
I have used simple collodion as a dressing for 
sluggish ulcers, bed sores, and ulcers on para- 
lyzed parts, with the most extraordinary success, 
having healed ulcers of the latter class, after 
they had resisted every kind of treatment. The 
addition of tannin is, of course, invaluable in 
such cases. The use of a solution of corrosive 
sublimate in collodion, for the cure of nzevus, 
has now an established reputation; but I do not 
know that strong solutions of iodine in collodion 
have been tried by any one, and it is to these 
I would call attention. Collodion will take up a 
very large quantity of iodine; so that, if we 
want a very strong and persistent application to 
an old enlarged gland, to a periosteal swelling 
or any thickened tissue, a film of this iodised col- 
lodion is both safe and effectual. I am in the 
habit of applying a weaker solution to sluggish 
scrofulous sores, with the best effects; and Mr. 
Hore of this town, who has also tried this, 
speaks very highly of its value. Such an a 
plication has a most wonderful effect in alopecia 
areata. I observed that hair had grown a quar- 
ter of an inch under an application in less than 
ten days. 


M. Maisonneuve on Tearing and Crushing in 
Surgery. 


M. Marsonnevve has just published a paper 
on surgical poisonings. He thus denominates 
phlebitis, angioleucitis, erysipelas, diffused phleg- 
mon, gangrene, traumatic, hectic, urethral, peri- 
tonitic, and puerperal fevers, all of them affec- 
tions which kill at least ninety-five out of every 
hundred patients who die after surgical opera- 
tions. All these diseases, according to M. Mat- 
SONNEUVE, are true cases of poisoning, caused 
by the putrefaction of the fluids of the animal 
economy when brought into contact with.the air. 
The subcutaneous method, the extemporaneous 
ligature, cauterisation by arrows, tearing digital 
compression, injections into closed cavities, ob- 
literating, evacuative and antiseptic dressings— 
all these plans possess the great advantage 
either preventing the putrefaction of the exuded 
fluids, or of efficaciously closing the orifices by 
which their putrid elements could penetrate. 
In support of this view M. Maisonneuve addu- 
ces the rarity of traumatic mishaps in the 
pital wards where these new methods have been 
adopted. 
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Reviews and Book Notices. 


An Inquiry into the Origin of Modern Anss- 
thesia. By the Hon. Truman Suita, Member 
of the U. S. House of Representatives for the 
26th, 27th, 29th, and 30th Congresses, and of 
the U. S. Senate for the 31st, 32d, and 33d 
Congresses. Hartford: Brown & Gross. 1867. 

. 8vo, pp. 165. With a portrait of Horace 
Weis. Price, $1.50. 

Our readers will not, we trust, find fault with 
the citation of the following paragraph from the 
preface to this work: 

“The papers constituting this examination 
were, with the exception of the last chapter, 
originally published as communications in “Tue 
Mepicat anp Surcicat Reporter,” at Philadel- 
phia, under the nom de plume of “A Lover of 
Truth and Jusjjce,” and are now republished 
with a view to a more extended circulation. I 
deem it proper to avow their authorship, and to 
assume the responsibility of the statements made 
and views presented therein. It is proper to 
state here, that the friend at whose instance I un- 
dertook the investigation, is 8S. W. Burier, M.D., 
the able editor of the periodical above named, 
whose love of truth and hatred of imposture led 
him to take a deep interest in the subject dis- 
cussed in these pages. I should be sorry, should 
it appear that I have done injustice to’ any one, 
which has been far from my intention. That I 
have presented the essential elements of the case, 
in conformity with the fact, I verily believe.” 

This claim of candor, as well as correctness, is 
well borne out in Mr. Smirn’s volume, by its 
tone, as well as by its facts and their evidence. 
While pretension and fraud are not spared, histo- 
rical truth is aimed at, and we believe attained, 
with justice to all. From this book, better than 
from any other source within our knowledge. 
may be obtained the data for a genuine record of 
the method of the discovery of surgical anzsthe- 
sia. From Mr, Sairn’s summary, we gather the 
conclusion, expressed in our own words, as fol- 
lows. 

The first event in the series of causation was 
the discovery, by Sir Huuparey Davy, of nitrous 
oxide, and his experiments with its inhalation. 
All chemists, soon thereafter, became acquainted 
with the exhilarating and other narcotic effects 
brought on by breathing either that gas or the 
vapor of ether. Next, in 1844, came the cardinal 
observation of Horace Wes, of Hartford, during 
an exhibition of the effects of the “laughing 
gas’ by G. Q. Corton, that a person under its 
influence was insensible to the pain of blows and 
bruises. With the quick perception of genius, 
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young We.ts seized at once the idea, which 
may be truly said, though conceived by Davy, 
to have been the first born into the world—that 
by gaseous inhalation, operations might be ren- 
dered painless. He proceeded at once to have it * 
tried, by Mr. Coutox, upon himself; having a 
tooth extracted, after breathing nitrous-oxide gas, 
without pain. Other operations of a more seri- 
ous kind followed, with success in several cases, 
though sometimes with partial disappointment. 
Wet.s continped his investigations. The firss 
publication upon the subject was a communica- 
tion by Dr. P. W. Exusworrn, in the Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal, June 18th, 1845. 

W. T. G. Morton was a resident of Hartford 
at the time of this discovery of Wxu.s’, and soon 
removed to Boston. Intending to try it for h's 
own purposes, he called upon Dr. C. 'T. Jackson, 
to obtain some of the gas. This gentleman, not 
finding it convenient to furnish it at the time, 
without any appreciation of or confidence in the 
experiment, mentioned what all chemists had 
known for years, that the effects of ether and of 
nitrous oxide were very similar. Ether being 
procurable at any time, Morton obtained some, 
and tried it upon a patient September 30th, 1846, 
Anesthesia was produced, and a tooth extracted 
without pain. Morton thenceforward claimed 
anesthesia as his; but on endeavoring to patent 
it, found that he had to share the claim to the 
use of ether with Jackson. The latter endeavored 
to secure all the glory, in the scientific world, by 
a communication to the French Academy. Mor- 
Ton has since in vain labored to obtain from the 
United States Government the substantial reward 
of $200,000 from the national treasury. Horace 
WeLts died prematurely, in comparative poverty 
and obscurity. 

Now, what will be the just award of posterity 
as to the merits of these claimants to the great 
discovery? To Davy belongs the praise of sue- 
cessful scientific inquiry and research, without 
which all the rest would have been impossible, 
for several generations at least. Horace Weis 
displayed the intuition of genius in striking out 
a great practical application from a simple fact, 
unobserved by others. Jackson made accidental 
use of knowledge familiar to many, in his sug- 
gestion to Morton about ether. Lastly, Morror, 
without either science or genius, had the good 
luck to light upon success in the trial of ether, 
and used a boldness and industry in the promul- 
gation of its use, which soon made it universal. 

The return to the use of nitrous oxide, which 
dates from an experiment made by Dr. Josern 
H. Surra, of New Haven, and Mr. G. Q. Cotton, 
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in June, 1863, has thrown a new interest about 
the history of Horace Weuts and his original 
discovery. This is well told in the pages before 
us, in a memoir by Dr. Ettswortn. The whole 
work is well written and very interesting. We 
think it ought to be held to decide the contro- 
versy forever. 


oa 


The Mineral Springs of the United States. 

We have been favored with a few of the ad- 
vance sheets of a work now in course of publica- 
tion by Messrs. Ketty & Pret, Publishers, Bal- 
timore, entitled, “‘The Mineral Springs of the 
United States, by J. J. Moorman, M. D., Resident 
Physician of the White Sulphur Springs, Va., 
and Professor of Anatomy and Physiology in 
Roanoke College, Va., ete. ete. 

This work is a new edition of Dr. Moorman’s 
work, issued some years ago, bearing the title of 
“Virginia Springs, and Springs of the South and 
West,” greatly enlarged in size, and rendered 
much more valuable by containing a comprehen- 
sive account of all the minéral fountains that are 
places of valetudinary or fashionable resort in 
the Northern and Eastern States, with their 
analyses and medicinal applications, with an 
appendiz, containing an account of the mineral 
waters of Canada. 

The work is eminently practical in its charac- 
ter, and will supply an obvious want, both to the 
professional and general reader, in this depart- 
ment of medical literature. It is filled with in- 
structive observations and advice, the fruit of a 
scientific investigation of the action of mineral 
waters, upon the part of the highly intelligent 
author for many years, while residing during 
the summer months at various watering places, 
and especially at the Greenbriar White Sulphur 
Springs in Virginia, the most fashionable resort 
south of Saratoga, as well as perhaps the most 
efficient in the restoration of invalids to health. 
As an example of the character of the work, we 
give the following extract: “I have said that the 
opinions generally prevailing in enlightened cir- 
cles, relative to the curative powers of our prin- 
cipal mineral fountains, being founded on expe- 
rience, may in the main be correct. I would 
not be understood, however, as advising a reli- 
ance upon such popular fame. Information of 
this kind is sufficient to awaken attention and 
incite inquiry, but certainly should not be im- 
plicitly relied on in individual cases. At best, 
it is generally ‘hearsay’ opinions, made up ordi- 
narily from partial and empirical sources, or, 
quite as likely, from the prejudiced accounts 
which are brought by visitors from the different 


REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICES. 


——eoreancern eee 





[Vor. XVI, 


watering places, and which are sweepingly fa- 
vorable or prejudicial, as they may chance to 
have been benefited or worsted, and that with- 
out reference to the specific action of the agent, 
or that clear understanding of the pathology of 
the case which would serve as a guide in its 
application to others. Every physician knows 
how prone persons are to err in the use of medi- 
cines, from the supposed resemblance of cases, 
Often am I pained to see persons persevering in 
the use of a mineral water to their evident preju- 
dice, and for no better reason than that Mr. or 
Mrs. Such-a-one was cured of a disease supposed 
to be similar, or by the general recommendation 
of some medical man, who sent them to the 
‘mountains,’ with a ‘carte blanche’ to use ‘some 
of the mineral waters.’ 

“Occasionally it has become nwy painful duty to 
advise patients to retrace their melancholy steps 
homeward, without using any of the waters, 
because none were adapted to their case. Min- 
eral waters are not a panacea,—they act like all 
other remedies, by producing certain effects upon 
the animal economy, and upon principles capa- 
ble of being clearly defined. It follows that 
there are various disorders and states of the sys- 
tem to which they are not only not adapted, but 
in which they would be decidedly injurious.” 

Again, the author remarks with reference to 
the incredulity of some who profess to be unbe- 
lievers in the medicinal activity of mineral wa- 
ters, and who, without denying the benefit that 
is often derived from visiting such fountains, 
attribute the whole to travel, change of air, 
exercise, relaxation from business, etc., etc. “I 
freely admit that these are often important agents 
in the cure of a large class of cases, but from 
long experience at a popular watering place, and 
the numerous cures I have seen effected from the 
water itself, totally disconnected from any of the 
adjuncts alluded to, it would be quite as easy to 
convince me that bark is not tonic, that jalap 
does not purge, or that mercury will not salivate, 
as that mineral waters may not be an active and 
potent means of curing disease entirely, inde- 
pendent of the valuable adjuvants that have been 
alluded to.”’ 

The book will be a large duodecimo volume of 
at least five hundred pages, and is warmly com- 
mended to the medical profession, as well as to 
invalids laboring under chronic disease, the pe 
rusal of which, while guiding the medical man in 
his advice to invalids, will also prevent the latter 
from hazardous and empirical experiments. 

M. D, 
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MEDICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

The Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania will meet at Pittsburgh on the second Wed- 
nesday—the 12th of June. A large attendance 
is anticipated and provided for. Some new county 
societies have been organized, and there will 
probably be a larger representation of the pro- 
fession of the State than has occurred at any 
previous meeting of the Society. Medical orga- 
nization is progressing favorably in this State, 
and we shall expect to be able from time to time 
to record the formation of many other county 
societics. We have readers in every county of 
the State, and we urge them, in those counties 
where there are no medical societies, to enter at 
once upon the work of organization, so that by 
next year they may be represented in the meet- 
ings of the State Society. 

The only question that we are aware of that 
will come before the Society by appointment, is 
that involving the status of women doctors. At 
the last meeting of the Society, held at Wilkes- 
barre, the following resolution was offered by Dr. 
Mowry: 

“Resolved, That the resolution of 1860 is not 
intended to prevent the members of this Society 
from consulting with regularly educated female 
physicians who observe the Code of Ethics.” 

That resolution reads as follows: 

“Resolved, That it is the sense of this Society, 
that members of the medical profession cannot, 
consistently with sound medical ethics, consult 
or hold professional intercourse with the profes- 
sors or graduates of female medical colleges as at 
present constituted, inasmuch as some of the 
professors are irregular practitioners, and all of 
their colleges ineligible to membership [repre- 
penerts in the American Medical Associa- 

The matter has been brought before some of 
the county societies, and we presume that all 
will be ready to give their deliverance upon the 
subject. We trust that it will be dealt with can- 
didly and with liberality, without prejudice or 
subservience to preconceived notions. 

The question is not, “Shall women be allowed 
to practice medicine?” That is already decided. 
Some women think that the profession of medi- 
cine is one for which they have peculiar qualifica- 
tions, and it cannot be denied that in some 
respects this is true. The State Legislature, too, 


has seen fit to charter a medical college and hos- 
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pital for women, and the corporators are author- 
ized to confer the degree of Doctor of Medicine. 
We are bound therefore to have women doctors, 
The question for us to determine is, shall we, for 
the honor of medicine and for the general good, 
encourage them to organize their medical schools 
properly, on the basis of legitimate medicine, and 
let their status be such that we can consistently 
recognize them and meet them in consultation; 
or shall we repel them solely on the ground of 
their sex? If they practice medicine legitimately 
our refusal to recognize them will not make them 
quacks; and if we refuse them the courtesies due 
to regular practitioners of medicine, the effect 
will simply be to make trouble in our own ranks, 
We do not understand that any favors are asked 
for this class of practitioners, but simply justice, 
We trust that the State Society will at wisely 
on this subject. 

Another matter for the consideration of the 
State Society will be the condition of the insane 
poor of the State. It was expected that provision 
would have been made by the last Legislature 
for the building of an institution for the accom- 
modation of the insane in the northeastern coun- 
ties of the State, and a law was framed, and its 
passage considered certain, but it fuiled through 
the obstinacy of a member, who refused unani- 
mous consent to have it called up in the final 
hours of the session. We trust the Society will 
uiter its voice on the subject, and that at the 
next session of the Legislature, it will be intro- 
duced early in the session, when we have no 
doubt the law will be passed. 

Dr. Brinton, who is connected with the Reror- 
TER, is a delegate from the Chester County Medi- 
cal Society, and expects to attend the meeting. 


Notes and Comments. 


Criminal Abortion. 

We are glad to observe that the religious press 
is lifting its voice against the too common crime 
of abortion-producing. Among others, we notice 
an elaborate editorial in the North-western Chris- 
tian Advocate, published at Chicago, and one in 
the Western Episcopalian, published at Gambier, 
Ohio. Rev. Dr. Topp, of Pittsfield, Mass., one 
of the leading divines of New England, has also 
spoken out in unmistakable English on the sub- 
ject, first in a communication published in ‘the 
Congregationalist of Boston, which has since 
been neatly issued in pamphlet form, and which 
will be noticed at length soon. 

It is high time that the minds of the peo- 
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ple should be instructed in regard to the crimi- 
nality attending the production of abortion, and 
* line upon line, and precept upon precept” must 
be given until the wicked practice is discon- 
tinued. 
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The Origin of Modern Anesthesia. 

We would call the special attention of our 
readers to the notice, in another column, of the 
Hon. Truman Switu’s work on the above sub- 
ject. Any lover of good argumentative reading 
on a subject of great interest, would do well to 
possess that work. Our profession has been, and 
is being most outrageously imposed on by W. T. 
G. Morton, and the swindle should be stopped. 
We believe that the timely production of these 
articles in the Reporter, prevented an imposi- 
tion on the Government to the tune of $200,000. 

Again we recommend to our readers a perusal 
of this interesting volume. 





Erratum. In the Reporter for May 4th, in 
Dr. Marspen’s article, an evident error occurs in 
the title and elsewhere through the article, in 
the word Parageusis, which is printed Paragen- 
ais. 
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Popular Fallacies. 
Enrrors Men. arp Sura. Reporter. 

In the Reporter of Feb. 15th, you publish, 
with some editorial. comments, an article\on the 
‘“aalt question,” remarking, very justly, that it 
requires some courage to take the unpopular side 
of a question; remarking also, that an assertion 
was repeated and reiterated until it came to be 
an accepted fact, no matter how much it militated 
against the truth or common sense. This you 
say in substance, before giving the very sensible 
letter of Dr. Rann. I do not live in a c'ty which 
is interested in the “salt question,” but still sub- 
scribe to the doctrine put forth in the letter and 
the comments. 

In the same journal, however, under the head 
of News and Miscellany, is an article from the 
Journal of Applied Chemistry, that illustrates 
your preliminary remarks, which I propose to 
remark on. 

“Eprgcts or Pear.asu. 

“If our friends can in any way teach their 

wives, daughters, or cooks, to keep the pearlash 


aut of their bread, all the yellow people, espe- 
cially the yellew children, who are supposed to 
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be turned yellow by the fever and ague and bil- 
ious fevers, will soon be turned white. It is 9 
great mistake to suppose that the yellow counte. 
nances of the West come from bile, when it is 
the enormous quantity of pearlash eaten in the 
bread that is reflected through the skin. Bread 
is the staff of life, it is said; and so it is—but it 
is the staff of death, too, in this country. Bad 
bread kills about as many people here as bad rum, 
So many people eat poisonous pearlash for bread 
that they die by inches. Dyspepsia, that great 
monster disease of the country, that deranges the 
liver, brings on costiveness, and thus finally kills 
the human victim, is half ‘the time ‘pearlash.' 
Here in the East—out of New England—we have 
driven off the pearlash-saleratus cooks, but not 
altogether. Pearlash lives here yet in bread, 
but in cities and towns we have nearly whipped 
out the murderers. In the distant western 
towns, beyond the good hotels of the lakes and 
rivers, pearlash, under the name of saleratus, is 
ye It is not any wonder, then, that the people 
of the East turn yellow West, and sicken, not of 
fever and ague, bilious and congestive fevers, but 
of pearlash three times a day.”"—Journal of Ap- 
plied Chemistry. 

I am unacquainted with the journal from 
which this is quoted, but am at a loss to account 
for the repetition of such a stale statement ina 
paper that should uaintain a reputation for ori- 
ginality and accuracy while bearing such a title. 
The statement was first madein the New York 
Tribune, in that loose way which characterizes 
% public journal, in making an onslaught on the 
domestic cookery of this country. 

Theré is foundation for the remarks, but no- 
thing to give them place among the exact state- 
ments of a scientific paper or medical journal. 

Potash enters largely into cookery and medt- 
cine, but that it has anything to do with the dis 
eases of the West, or of the yellowncss of the 
people, is as absurd as it is to attribute it to the 
color of the moonshine. It is not true, that tha 
people of the West or East are universally yel- 
low, or in any part of our country outside of 
malarious districts. As well state it as a fact, 
that the color of yellow fever is caused by eating 
yellow biscuit or yellow oranges. 

Bi-carbonate of potash, or salratus, enters 
largely into the cookery and domestic remedies 
of our people, and may be productive of dyspep- 
sia and of bilious diseases, as stated, but that is 
to be proved, and is a very doubtful assertion. 

The impure potash of commerce, consisting of 
subcarbonate of potassa, sulphate of potassa, 
chloride of potassium, silex, and oxide of iron 
mainly, is subjected to a process of fusing before 
an open fire, which drives away a part of it 
impurities, and causes it to absorb another por 
tion of carbon. This is pearlash, which is seldom 
or never used in this state; it is then subjected 
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to the fumes of carbonic acid gas, originally, by 
being suspended over the fermenting tubs of the 
beer manufactories—I believe now there is a 
quicker process of adding another measure of 
earbon—becoming bi-carbonate of potassa, or 
“galeratus.” The process should be familiar to 
any one who writes the articles for a “Journal 
of Applied Chemistry.” This is the composition 
of the substance, as I gather it from the meagre 
authorities at hand. It is relieved of much of 
the caustivity of potash, and by the last process, 
of the causticness of pearlash. It is mixed with 
flour always to combine with acid, which dis- 
charges the carbon in the form of carbonic acid 
gas, producing the wration of the bread. Now 
what becomes of the potash? The acid applied to 
neutralize the alkali is generally sour milk, tar- 
taric acid, acetic acid, or phosphoric acid. If 
the alkali and acids are introduced in proper pro- 
portions, a nice light biscuit is produced, which 
even the grumbler of the Tribune, or of the 
Journal, does not object to. If the potash is in 
excess, it gives a yellow appearance to the bread, 
and an alkaline taste, which must still be from 
the bi-carbonate of potash. Not so pleasant to 
take, yet not so poisonous as the heavy mass of 
dough taken into the stomach. It would rather 
prove a source of benefit, by preventing the acetic 
fermentation that such a soggy mass would pro- 
duce in the stomach, with the rancid or scorched 
lard with which it is usually accompanied. 

The acid of the milk is lactic, and acetic acid 
forms a harmless compound of lactate or acetate 
of potash, which is frequently administered in 
medicine, in doses of one to four drachms, with 
good results; or tartrate or some other harmless 
eompound of potash. , 

Lam not defending this daily medication with 
potash or any of its compounds, but only wish to 
get at the facts of the case, to show that no such 
wholesale poisoning exists, as has been repre- 
sented. Two drachms of the salewratus, or car- 
bonate of potash, is a large allowance for the use 
of a family of four or eight persons, and if this 
quantity was taken in its crude form daily, might 
be borne with impunity, without detriment to 
the stomach or liver, but im its milder combina- 
tion, is much less harmless. 

A relative of mine, a man of fair health for 
one of seventy years, has had a life-long weak- 
ness of the stomach, taking the furm of cardial- 
gia, of dyspepsia, or gastrodynia. In early life 
he found himself relieved by ‘‘ weak lye; that is, 
& solution produced by throwing a handful of hot 
éshes into a cup of water. Afterward by bicar- 
bonate of soda; then that not being convenient, 
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by a solution of the usual household bicarbonate 
of potash or salaeratus, or as the journalists mis- 
name it, pearlash, (which is never used.) It has 
of late years become a habit, which I have inves- 
tigated with some interest, to observe the effect. 
Ilis dose is at present as much as a drachm a 
day; sometimes in solution, oftentimes put into 
the mouth dry. It seems to promote his diges- 
tion, preventing the tendency to acetic fermenta- 
tion of the stqmach, or to relieve him of the over- 
acidity of the gastric juice. Sometimes it seems 
to have a diuretic effect; perhaps by first forming 
acetate of potash in the stomach. I have pre- 
vailed on him to use carminatives, or gentle 
stimulants, or small portions of rhubarb, after 
eating. These scem to answer for a little while; 
but then notbing will relieve him so gratefully as 
bicarbonate of soda, or potash, and from long use 
he prefers the latter. By long and gradual use 
the system seems to tolerate any poison, and it 
may in this instance be accounted for in the same 
way, but I could adduve several other instances 
where the article under considcration is used, 
and with apparent good effect, as above. 

Yellowness, or sallow countenances, are not at 
present a general attribute of the west. Except 
in certain localities, and in the south, where it 
is a prevailing characteristic, they use ncither 
potash or soda. 

I have neither the time or authorities at hand 
to enter into the full discussion of this subject, 
but think that enough has been educed, to show 
that the alarming statement that finds currency 
in a respectable medical journal, that “ bad 
bread,” made bad by “ pearlash, kills as many 
people as bad rum,” “ that it should be whipped 
out as a murderer,” that yellow bread is reflected 
through the skin, causing a universal yellownese . 
and dyspepsia, are very silly statoments, having 
no foundation either in theory or practice, and 
are too glaring absurdities to be passed over un- 
noticed. 

The cookery of the mass of the people should 
be reformed, and would be productive of a large 
increase of health, but such manifest erroneous 
and sweeping assertions are only productive of 
worse evils, and produce no reform. 

I believe the article quoted is false and objec- 
tionable in every respect, having no better autho- 
rity than the slipshod assertions of a writer of a 
sensation column for a daily paper, in no way 
bound to keep within gunshot of the truth, when 
writing on a popular subject. 

Yours traly, 

Clinton, lowa, March, 1867. 


P. J. F. 
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Records of Disease by Diagrams. 
Eprtors Mepican AnD SurGicaL REPoRTER: 

In a communication in your journal of May 
4th, by Wu. H. Drarer, M. D., of New York, I 
find the following remark: 

“The day is coming when we shall have dia- 
grams illustrating the history of the vital phe- 
nomena and signs, and their natural progress, so 
that we shall be the better prepared to appreciate 
the abnormal conditions and the means of con- 
trolling them.” 


Such diagrams have for many years been in 
constant use in many of the German hospitals. 
In 1862 I saw one in the General Hospital at 
Dresden, and observations were recorded every 
hour by one of the internes. Hourly records of 
the pulse, respiration aud temperature were thus 
kept for the inspection of the visiting physician, 
who, on his visit in the morning, could, at a 
glance at the diagram, form avery accurate opin- 
ion of the condition of each patient during each 
of the preceding twenty-four hours. He could, 
without even seeing the patient, form a very 
accurate estimate as to the propriety of the treat- 
ment, and whether more or less stimulants or 
support was needed, or the contrary. Those dia- 
grams consisted of perpendicular or horizontal 
lines, the former indicating the hours, and num- 
bered at the top; the latter at the side, showing 
the pulse, temperature, and respirations. Such 
records can only be. kept in hospitals and where 
there are sufficient assistants. I would be glad 
to see them introduced into all our hospitals. 

C. A. Lez, M.D. 

Peekskill, N. Y., May 26, 1867. 

P.S. Might not such diagrams be made use- 
ful in our works on practical medicine, showing 
the relation of the pulse to temperature and res- 
piration in all our acute diseases, especially 
fevers and the exanthematous affections, thus 
illustrating the history of diseases in a more 
graphic manner than can be done by simple ver- 
bal description? 


——_——. 
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News and Miscellany. 





Infectious, Contagious and Pestilential Diseases. 


Dr. E. B. Darton, Sanitary Superintendent 
Metropolitan Sanitary District, has notified every 
physician in the Metropolitan Sanitary District 
to report to the Metropolitan Board of Health all 
cases under their care of such diseases as have 
been declared by said Board to be of an infec- 
tious, contagious or pestilential character, and 
that the following. have been so declared, viz.: 
cholera, yellow fever, small-pox, ship or typhus, 
typhoid and scarlet fevers, and measles. It is 
not intended to make these reports public, or to 
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annoy patients or their families with visits from 
Sanitary Inspectors, unless when the physician’s 
report shall show necessity therefor. The object 
is to have a record in this office from which, at 
any time, physicians or others may derive infor- 
mation as to the prevalence of said diseases and 
the comparative salubrity in this particular of 
different sections of the city, and generally of the 
Metropolitan Sanitary District. 


The Cholera Prize of Twenty Thousand Dollars, 


One hundred and ten works were sent last year 
to the Imperial Academy of Sciences of France 
for competition. The report of this body is very 
interesting, and gives a good idea as to the man- 
ner in which the cholera has been studied. The 
full prize was not awarded, but various amounts 
have been granted to Messrs. Lecros and Gouson 
for their experimental researches; to M. Tu1erscu 
for his experiments on 104 mice with choleraic 
dejection; to M. Bauprimont for his atmospheric 
researches bearing upon cholera; to M. Worms 
for his essay on preventive measures; and to Dr, 
Linpsay, of Edinburgh, for his experiments on 
the transmission of cholera by the clothes. 


American Sanitary Commission. 


A very interesting exhibition is that of the 
United States Sanitary Commission. In one of 
the numerous buildings in the grounds are col- 
lected specimens of various articles, large and 
small, employed by the Commission during the 
war. Among these is an accurate model, on a 
scale of one-fourth size, of a large hospital car, 
with three tiers of beds, hung on rubber rings, 
In general appearance, it does not differ much 
from an ordinary sleeping car, and it seems to 
attract a good deal of attention from visitors. 
There are also specimens of canned vegetables 
and meats, and other articles of diet, which did 
so much to mitigate the hardships of our soldiers 
during the war. Then there are examples of 
ambulances of different forms, surgical instru- 
ments, hospital furniture, camp chests and cook- 
ing apparatus, besides articles of clothing—the 
whole a very creditable exhibition of our inge- 
nuity and skill in this direction. The French 
are also preparing a somewhat similar collection, 
but it is not yet near enough to completion to 
afford subject for remark.— Scientific American. 


—— The Bombay Government has established 
an experimental cinchona garden at North Ca- 
nava, and met with such success, that it is pro- 
posed to commence others in the same locality. 


Cuancr or Name. Ata recent sitting of 
the Court of Quarter Sessions, in this city, Judge 
ALLIson granted an application to change the 
name of the Female Medical College to the 
‘“‘Women’s Medical College.” 

—— Charcoal from the shell of the cocoanut is 
said to possess extraordinary power of absorbing 
gases, It is very dense and brittle, and its frac 
ture presents a semi-metallic lustre. 

——The President has appointed Dr. D.D. 
Hitcucock Pension Agent for the Cherokee Na- 
tion at Fort Gibson. This is in every respect 8 
most fitting appointment. ' 
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Synthesis of Organic Compounds, 


M. BertHetor pursues the new and wonderfal 
line of achievement opened in the chemical cren- 
tion of the products of organic life, with unflag- 
ging zeal and steady progress. Having here- 
tofore succeeded in forming acetylene by the direct 
union of carbon (4) and hydrogen (2), he has 
lately built upon this structure by the addition of 
oxygen (8) which makes the exact constitution of 
oxalic acid, and that substance is the actual 
result. Other carbides of hydrogen are oxidized 
with the same success, giving a variety of appro- 
priate products. The coal tar products have been 
proved to consist of a small number of relatively 
simple bodies, and the great variety of these pro- 
ducts to be due to the various combinations which 
these take on under the influence of heat. In 
this manner acetylene is artificially condensed 
into benzine, its equivalents of carbon and hydro- 
gen respectfully, being exactly tripled. With an 
addition of hydrogen under the same influence, 
it forms ethylene: ethylene with benzine forms 
styrolene: and again, styrolene with more ethy- 
lene gives naphthaline. It is reasonable there- 
fore to conclude that the distillation of coal pro- 
duces these substances in the same way. M. 
Bertueror’s latest success has been the synthesis 
of toluene, the base of the new and rich toluen 
red, which we noted not long since. The compo- 
sition of this substance (carbon 14, hydrogen 8) 
indicates the addition of marsh gas (carbon 2, 
hydrogen 4) to benzine (carbon 12, hydrogen 6) 
with the elimination of two equivalents of hydro- 
gen. Means adopted to realize this combination, 
resulted in the saccessful production of toluen 
from marsh gas and benzine.—Sientific Amer. 


Remarkable Epidemic at Dublin. 


Great interest amongst physicians and much 
public alarm has arisen in the Irish metropolis 
from the occurrence of several cases of a disease 
previously unknown there. The first case was on 
the 18th March, 1866, in the person of a most 
healthy student of medicine, and three others 
took place within the succeeding month, but 
during the present year over twenty cases 
have occurred in Dublin, and the neighbouring 
suburb, Kingstown. Sudden prostration, almost 
black purpurie discoloration of the skin, and 
death within a very few hours, have marked all 
the cases, The duration of the disease from 
seizure to deuth (for all the cases have been fatal) 
has varied from seven to ninety hours. In seye- 
ral instances, there has been coma for some hours 
before death ; and in a few, tetanoid spasms and 
Increased sensibility, which symtoms indicate that 
the malady may be closely related to cerebro-spi- 
nal meningitis, which was epidemic in Ireland in 
1846, and in West Prussia in 1865. No rank of 
life has more than another attracted the disease, 
which numbers among its victims a young nob 
man, two students of our profession, three sol- 
diers, and some other persons living under the 
best hygienic circumstances. 
preceded and immediately succeeded the outbreak 
of cholera in Dublin, Kingstown, and Tullamore, 
has suggested to some that it may be a form of 
that pestilence or due to the same cause, but 


(2] 





NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 471 


there is no other evidence whatever of the rela- 

tionship. From Dr. Maporuer’s reports, it would 

appear that the disease is not at all communicable, 

“ no second case has accurrd on the site of the 
rst. 


Strange Abortive. 


A religieuse of 23 years of age presented herself, 
says Ii Morgagne, at the hospital of the Incurables 
at Naples for relief from acute pains of the breast, 
for which she could assign no cause. After the 
account of her sufferings, the physicians, suspect- 
ing somethieg unusual, submitted her to examina- 
tion, much against her will. In place of signs of 
disease, he found the ordinary signs of pregency. 
Foreign bodies, sharply pointed, were felt beneath 
the skin on pressure, which caused sharp pain, 
Their presence was denied strenuously by the 
patient until the point of a needle was made to 
project through the skin. She feigned astonish - 
ment at the singular fact, insinuating that it had 
found its way there accidentally during amt 
and it was only after thirty-two had been with- 
drawn that she acknowledged herself to be six 
months advanced in pregnancy, and that her con- 
fessor had advised this means of expiating her 
sins, and had himself introduced the needles, 


The Social Bvil. 


The New York Independent speaks as follows 
on this subject : 

“ The hardest of all the problems to deal with 
in such a dismal case as Water street, is prosti- 
tution. _Drunkenness is a virtue when compared 
with this vice. Whether or not ay ee A shall 
submit to sanitary regulation by law, is not a 
new question. The clergy are generally on one 
side, the police on the other. We are not sure 
but the police are right. It is true that the mind 
staggers at the thought of framing such an ini- 
quity into a law; but, on the contrary, the prac- 
tical difference between having a law and having 
none, is simply the difference between .prostitu- 
tion restrained and prostitution unrestrained. 
The French plan of granting licenses certainly 
answers in Paris better than would the American 

lan of no medical surveillance. Whether the 

rench plan would lessen the ‘ great social evil’ 
in our American cities is a point not yet beyond 
dispute. But the question is not to be shirked, 
or silenced, or concealed ; it is to be met.” 


Adulterated Tin Foil. 


As tin foil is employed for so many purposes in 
connection with substances of el and do- 


The fact. that it| PY 
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Modes of Administering Cod-Liver Oil. 


In the Am. Jour. of Pharmacy for May, Dr. J. 
Apvouruvs states his experience in overcoming the 
aversion to cod-liver oil on the part of patients. 
This, he conceives, is attributable to one of three 
causes, Either it is prejudice, which must be 
combatted by persistence, cautious management, 
and small doses, even down to five drops, taken 
in lime water. Or it is a specific form of dyspep- 
sia engendered in the submucous tissue of the 
stomach, to be met by the acetum opii, or acetate 
of morphia, or again, by uniting the oil with lime 
water just sufficient to form a soap and flavoring 
with oil of bitter almonds. Or lastly, there is an 
idiosynerasy in the case, which will usually be 
overcome by adding to the oil its bulk of glycer- 
ine, and beginning with very small doses. hen 
the oil disturbs the bowels, this may be relieved 
by the aromatic spirits of ammonia taken one 
hour after. : 


Medical aid to the French Poor, 


The Moniteur publishes a report to the Empe- 
ror from the Minister of the Interior relative to 
medical assistance for the poor in the rural 
districts. The superior advantages possessed by 
the inhabitants of towns over those in the country 
in that respect has long been felt, and various 
methods tried to remedy the want. The one 
which has been found most beneficial is the fol- 
lowing: The service of a certain number of com- 
munes, varying with the importance of the popu- 
lations, is confined to a medical attendant named 
by the Prefect and paid by the Councils-General. 

very year a list is made out by the local authori- 
ties of such poor inhabitants as, in case of neces- 
sity, are to be confided to his care for visits at 
their own homes. A complete establishment of 
baths, linen, bandages, and other surgical appli- 
ances, are provided, and in certain cases where 
the poverty of the district is unusually great the 
State adds a subvention. 
found to.work so well that it has been already 
adopted by forty-eight departments, and is strong- 
ly recommended in the report for further exten- 
sion. 


—— The medical profession in Vienna is to be 
represented at the International Congress at 
Paris in August by Professors Oppo.zer and 
Siamunp, Dr. Benepixt, Professor Ducnex, and 
Dr. WITTELSHOFER. 


—— Women Doctors 1n INDIANA. 


anapolis, which adjourned on the 22d ult., a 

resolution was offered to admit women practi- 

tioners, subject only to the same requirements of 

education and observance of ethics as are required 

of men. It was ordered to stand over for decision 

at the next annual meeting of the Association. 
Navy News, 

Assistant Surgeon David Mack, has been de- 
tached from the United States steamer Garonde, 
and placed on waiting orders. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon O, A. Rives has been 
honorably discharged. 
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This system has been | his 


At a meet- | At 
ing of the Indiana Medical Association, in Indi-| Mean 
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[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited 
from all parts of the country: obituary notices and rero- 
lutions of societies at ten cents a line, ten words to the 


line. 
J MARRIED. 


Brptack—Runyan.—On the 10th of March. 1867, at the 
residence of the bride’s parents. by Kev. D, Otis Kel- 
logg, Jr., Dr. W. W. Bidlack and Miss Mary Anna, eluest 
daughter of Wm. Runyan, all of Philadelphia. — 

BLacK—GEIGER —At the residence of the bride’s pa- 
rents, May 22d, by Rev. D.steck, F. M. Black, Esq., of 

ansas City, Mo., and Miss Susie B., caughter of Dr. A. 
Geiger, of ton, Vhio. : 

Bostocx—Boyn.—May 2d, by the Rev, David R. Love, 
near Lexington, Ill., Fraucis H. Bostock, M.D., of Che- 
noa, and Miss Laura A. Boyd. 

Brower—SHerarER.—May 15th, by the Rev. H.S. Roe 
denbough, Dr. D. RK. Brower, of Ric mond, Va., and Miss 
sade, daughter of Col. A. W. Shearer, of Montgomery 
county, Pa. 

CLayton—StuckERrt.—May 22d, by Rev. D. Washburn, 
No, 815 South Third Street, Philadelphia, Dr. A. H. Clay- 
ton, of Richboro’, and Miss Sallie E. Stuckert, only 
oe of Wm. H. Stuckert, of Warrington, Bucks co., 


a. 

Lyons—WHitesipe.—May 8th, in Coleraine, Lancas- 
ter co., Pea., by the Rev. Calvin W. Srewart, Willian 
Lyons, M. D., of Philadelphia, and Miss Emma M, White- 
side, of Coleraine. 

Ropgers—Baxer.—On Tuesday. May 14th, at the resi- 
dence of the bride’s father, Vanton, Bradford co., Pa., 
W. W. Rodgers, M. D., of Burlington, Pa., and Miss Au- 
gusta Baker, daughter of Dr. W.S8. Baker. 

HITNEY—SHIPMAN.—In Brooklyn, May 20 by the Rev. 
Henry Ward Beecher, Dr. Edward J. Whitney, and Miss 
Mary L. Shipman. 

Witson—Ta YLor.—A pril 16th. by Rev. Calvin W. Stew- 
art, Dr. N. Wilson, of Little Britain, Lancaster co., 
Ps., an: . Martha Taylor, of Philadelphia, 

Wirrer—Wicur.—In Sturbridge, Mass., May 8th, Dr. 
% Le spa and Miss Ellen 8., duughter of Capt. David 


oop—Munson. — May 12th, at the private mansion 
of Jacob Hofiner, Feq., Cincinnati, Uhio, by the Kev, 
Thos. Vickers, Dr. C. 5. Wood, of New York city, and 
Miss Cyn A. Munson, of Cincinnati. 


a 
DIED. 


Carter.~At Hastings on Hudson, April 25, Sarah E., 
wife of Dr. George 8. Carter, aud only daughter of the 
late Moses Tucker, of New York City. 

SOUTHERLAND.—Recently, at Southerland's Springs, 
Texas, John H. Southerland, M.D., in the 74th year o 
age. 
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Depth Rain.. 
Thermometer. 








49° 
54 
58 
62. | 60 
56.75 | 55.25 


80. 130.1 | 30.2. 
B. J. Lerpom. 


























Barometer. 
At 12, M..~*--"! 30.2 29.9 


Germantown, Pa. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


The Eighteenth Annual Session will be held at the city 
of Pittsburgh, on Wednesday, June 12th, 1667, at 4, P. M. 
Secretaries of County Societies are requested to forward 
lists of delegates, and their roll of officers and members 


immediately to 
WM. B. ATKINSON, 
Permanent Secretary, 
* 215 Spruce Street, Philadelphia. 














